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The Political Blogosphere 
and the 2004 U.S. Election: 
Divided They Blog



Summary



Adamic and Glance only analyzed connections 
between conservatives and liberals. Could language 
analysis of blog content revealed something 
different? 

The clustered nature of the network – is that a mere 
reflection of the society or what is manifested online 
is relatively more exaggerated/muted?





Adamic and Glance only analyzed connections 
between conservatives and liberals. Could language 
analysis of blog content revealed something 
different? 

The clustered nature of the network – is that a mere 
reflection of the society or what is manifested 
online is relatively more exaggerated/muted?



Beyond online…



Revisiting “The clustered nature of the network – is that a mere 
reflection of the society or what is manifested online is relatively more 
exaggerated/muted?”



Predicting Elections with 
Twitter: What 140 
Characters Reveal about 
Political Sentiment



















What is it about public social media that 
makes them suitable for understanding 
political opinions, over other platforms? 

Discussion Point





Hypothesis testing, statistical significance, descriptive methods, experimental 
approach













Debate Exercise

Social media is a 
powerful instrument for 
political (election) 
prediction. And here’s 
why…

Using social media for 
political (election) 
prediction is flawed. 
And here’s why…

Side 1 Side 2



Why Social Media Can’t Predict 
Elections



Ideal Prediction Engine

• Predict (nearly) anything – General purpose
• Accurate
• Real-time
• Cost effective
• Rewards information, not
• Raw computational power
• Persuasion, power, conviction



• Fundamental: E.g. 
statistical model based on 
past election results, 
incumbency, presidential 
approval ratings, economic 
indicators, etc.
• Social media: Twitter, 
Facebook
• Corporate: search, page-
views, comments, etc.

• Polls
• Prediction Markets
• Experts

Passive Active

Combining Various Data



Communicating Predictions

Prediction = Probability

 Hillary Clinton will win
 the 2016 US Presidential election

✓ 71% chance Hillary Clinton will win
 the 2016 US Presidential election



The papers we read primarily use 
retrospective data for prediction. Essentially 
they all “predict the past”. How to fix this 
problem if we want to actually predict future 
events?



Reflections

Tough to generalize successes – specific cases, particular 
platforms. (How) would this work for:

Multi-state process (e.g., US Primaries)?

General elections?

Surveillance state/government censorship?

Despite ongoing challenges, social media will surely play a key 
role in the future of accurate election prediction
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