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A little background…
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A long list of predictions with 
social media data….





Predicting Stock Market Indicators 
Through Twitter “I hope it is not as bad 
as I fear”



















Class Discussion









Treading with caution
Attention to noise, bias, and “provenance” — broadly, where did data 
arise, what inferences were drawn from the data, and how relevant are 
those inferences to the present situation?





The professor who correctly predicted 
elections for the past 30 years…

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/09/23/trump-is-headed-for-a-win-
says-professor-whos-predicted-30-years-of-presidential-outcomes-correctly/
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Social media predictions and 
traditional forecasting



Moreover…



Private Traits and Attributes are 
Predictable from Digital Records 
of Human Behavior



The Plus-es First…

• But at what cost?



Who benefits from this research?





"This research should ring alarm bells for anyone who thinks that 
privacy settings are the solution to protecting information 
online. We need to fundamentally re-think how much data we 
are voluntarily sharing," said Nick Pickles, director of privacy 
campaign group Big Brother Watch.

"Yet again, it is clear the lack of transparency about how users' 
data is being used will lead to entirely justified fears about our 
data being exploited for commercial gain."











How do we decide what should and shouldn’t 
be predicted?

Class Discussion





Predictions wouldn’t make us superhumans; 
in fact we would still need the humans




