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Midterm Exercises

• Material through today (Feb 24, Algorithmic 
Surveillance)

• http://www.munmund.net/courses/spring2020/Mid
term_review_exercises.pdf

http://www.munmund.net/courses/spring2020/Midterm_review_exercises.pdf
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What is “Net Neutrality”?

� Net neutrality is the principle, that internet service providers and
governments should treat all the data on the internet equally
without discriminating or charging the users on the basis of the
content, site, platform, application, type of attached equipment, or
mode of communication.

� This term was first coined by Columbia university media
law professor Tim Wu in 2003, as an extension of the longstanding
concept of a common carrier.

Net neutrality is the name of the movement to keep the Internet “free 
and open”.



What is Net Neutrality?

� The concept of an 
“Open” Internet

� Equal representation for 
all content providers 
(websites)

� Transferring information 
without bias

• It has basically been this way since
the inception of the internet

• Sounds good, right?



So…Why is this a problem?
� People are using more 

internet now than ever 

before

� Netflix accounts for ~30% 

of internet capacity at peak 

hours

� ISPs (Time Warner, 

Comcast) want to charge 

content providers (Netflix, 

Youtube) for using so much 

of the internet

� ISPs have to work harder 

now more than ever to 

sustain their network 

infrastructure. 

� Which side are you on?

**



To understand the 
internet, imagine a highway



� Companies started making money using 
the internet, but the internet providers 

weren’t getting a piece of the pie



ISPs Reasons against
Net Neutrality

à Internet service providers are advocates for free 
enterprise (NO REGULATION)
� the government should not micro-manage internet providers’ 

business. 

à Some data is more important than other data and should 
be prioritized.

à FedEx & Amazon example



ISP ARGUMENTS

| Infrastructure Needs Development

| Need Funding for Innovation

| Freedom of Business

**



Verizon sued the FCC



If Net Neutrality loses…
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CONSUMER EXPLOITATION

| Force to Use Certain Services

| Block all Peer to Peer Technologies

| “Exclusive" Deals with Content Providers

| Monitor all Online Activity



FCC Ruling

� In February 16, 2015 the FCC voted 3-2 on party 
lines to approve strong rules to protect net 
neutrality, a landmark decision that was widely 
supported by the American public.

� Tom Wheeler 



Reasons For Net Neutrality

� Advocates claim "we risk loss of the free flow and exchange 
of ideas central to our democracy"

� Internet providers shouldn't be the ones to distinguish 
between acceptable and unacceptable content; their role is 
simply to transfer information without bias. 



What Everyone Gets Wrong in 
the Debate Over Net Neutrality



***



Positions Opposing Net 
Neutrality

**


