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• Frigyes Karinthy in 1929 published a volume of short stories 
called “Everything is Different”

• He was the first proponent of the six degrees of 
separation concept, in his 1929 short story, Chains (Láncszemek)

• In his book the characters created a game out of the notion that 
“the world is shrinking”:

A fascinating game grew out of this discussion. One of us 
suggested performing the following experiment to prove 
that the population of the Earth is closer together now than 
they have ever been before. We should select any person 
from the 1.5 billion inhabitants of the Earth – anyone, 
anywhere at all. He bet us that, using no more 
than five individuals, one of whom is a personal 
acquaintance, he could contact the selected individual using 
nothing except the network of personal acquaintances
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What were some of the biggest 
assumptions/constraints in the study 
that may have affected the 
outcomes?

• Fixed target (Stock broker)
• Constrained on geography and profession
• Snail mail letters – limited by transportation



What were some of the biggest 
limitations of the study? What could 
have been alternatives to address 
them?

• Too few completed chains; sharp drop off
• Cross-sectional frame of social network
• Focused only in the US population
• Population bias: literate population; 

availability to send the mails
• Target had high social status



What were your biggest surprises 
from the study? 

• Geography did not matter much 
(statistically), NE-stockbroker/ME-
random/Boston-random

• Profession did not matter much 
(statistically)



A. There was a constant drop off rate as the 
letters traveled forward. What could be 
potential reasons behind this phenomenon?

B. Why do you think there were so few 
completed chains?



In Milgram’s chain letter experiment, men 
were 10 times more likely to forward the 
letters than women. Why do you think it was 
the case?



Milgram did not after all investigate whether 
tie strength might play a role. How do you 
think tie strength would impact the so called 
“small world phenomenon”?



Class Exercise I: Validity + 
Parallels With OSNs





In Milgram’s chain letter experiment, letter 
forwarding may imply a different notion of a friend 
compared to what we imply today in online settings. 
Can these differences affect the number of hops 
(i.e., people are separated by about 6 
acquaintances)?



The study showed the funneling effect -
presence of a set of “hubs”/sociometric stars, 
through which most letters went through 
near the final target. How does this relate to 
OSNs of today?







Class Exercise II: Is the world 
really shrinking? 

- Impact of globalization, 
transportation, and technological 
innovation.


